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YOUTHBAPTISMSTUDY#1
Background to the Practice of ChristianBaptism

Teacher6s Preparation

Key points to make during this lesson

Baptism existed before Jesus

Baptism was used to clean/purify people

Sometimes baptism functioned as an initiation rite
Sometimes baptism was a sign of internal cleansmgepentane
Christian baptism is distinct from other baptism practices

= =4 4 -4

Background Information

Ritual cleansingand purification ritesas initiation intopagan cults or religiondhave
beenaround forever. In Judaisiithe religion of the Hebrew/Israelite peoplehere was a
practice calledMikvehQ The wordMikveh literally means® gathering,pooling or flowingQ
andwasmost often used in referenc® water. The practices ovlikvehwere widely used for
a variety of purposes for ritual cleansindgxamples irclude women after theirmenstrual
cycle before marriage or after giving birth. Itvas required of priests before entering the
temple and eventuallyt was requiredof every man who wanted to enter prayer and study of
the Torah. Ideally it was performeh a flowing stream or river. It would never be
performed in water that was stagnant @tanding still. Sone structures or pools for the
ceremonywere constructedout there had to be water flomig through from a stream source

The eaiiest Biblical use of the wordMikvehoccur inl1 Kings 7:23ffand its parallepassage in
2 Chronicles 4:2ff. These verses describe the huge, circular "Sea of Solomwstilicted
along with the first émple for the priests to carry out their ceremonial washing.

There vere always steps leading in and steps leadingabuieansing poolso that one would

not be contaminated stepping on the same steps entering as leaving. The person was to have
nothing between them and the water so the practice was performed naked. p&hson
entered the pool alone, knelt down and submerged their entire body in a forward motion
three times before a minimum of three witnesses.

Purification rites were not only associatedth physical cleansingCertain Jewish groups at
WS & dz&d éndedsA2Y?’SR G KF 0 GKS KSEFENI KFR G2 0SS NRIKIG
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through repentance When a person repented thetual physical cleansingias used to
represent the repentance The Essenes were a sect of Judaism around the time of Jesus that
was particularly critical of the way Pharisees and religious leaders were fastidious about
physical cleasing, but corrupt within(Matt. 23: 228). The Essenewere trying to purify
Judaism with practicing what was preached. They stressed repentance arab&dence to

the Law of Moses. It is believed that John, the Baptizer was likely a member of the Essene
community as they often dhered outside of cities in dest areas.

Another use oMikvehwas as amnitiation rite into the Jewish faith.In order tobecome part

of the Jewish faith, initially only circumcision was required. Laterath@ent practice of

Mikveh was alsoinstituted as a requirement Converts taJudaism fromGentile or pagan
background had to participate in this cleansing ritudh all, three steps were required to

become Jewishcircumcision, baptismMikveh and offering a sacrifice at the temple. Once

I LISNE2Y KIFIR O02YLX SGSR GKS GKNXS NBIljdzA NBYSy
newborn. Their old life was over and a nkfe@ was begun.

14 WS&adzaQ GAYS (GKS 02YY2y fly3dza 3S aLkRiSy |
equivalent ofMikveh in Greekis the Greek verlbaptidzq from which we get the English

word WHaptizeQ Baptidzoor baptism carries the same meaning as thebrew (language of

the OT)taval: to wash by dipping or plunging in water. Some consider it to literally mean
GAYYSNEAZ2YE¢ o0dzi GKSNB A& YdzOK RSoldS 2y (KA
piece of bread in wine a partial submersion.

Christan baptism (baptism in the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit) draws
on the traditions of baptism andMikveh mentioned here but infuses the rite with new
meaning. Jewish peoptedayrecognise thaadical commitmenbf Christian baptismThere

are Messianic Jewsthose who want to follow Jesus as the Messiah but do not want to give
up their Jewish heritage and faith. If they are baptized into the Christian church, their
families believe that they have become Gentile and can never bsRHagain

Preparation or Equipment Needed For This Lesson:

1. Bible and Lesson Outline

2. Computer, Internet Connection and TV/Projector (Optional z required if
showing the Obama Inauguration YouTube Clip. This could be downloaded
before the lessm, so theinternet connection would not be required)

3. Printouts of the picture of thebath for ritual cleansing. (Optional)

4. CopiesoftheD3 AOEDOOOA andduEA OAT AAOS6 E

5. Pens
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OUTLINE OF LESSON #1

Opening Activity:

Have you ever experience d an initiation activity  to get into a club? Share
some of those experiences or something youbd

Have the kids share their own experiences. If your group is slow to share, have one or
more examples of your own on hand to share. Some suggestions ar e€:

1. YouTube Clip of inauguration of Barak Obama
of US Presidents) . [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3989grM9cPE]

2.1l n Avatar for Jake Sully to truly become on
many tasks. Ohteobftpbasbagesdrtasks he has
become a watrrior is to overpower a Mountain Banshee (a flying predator) and
establish a neural bond between them.

3. Passing a Dantneaiving@ licdheesis the entry into th e group of
people trusted t o handle a vehicle on our roads

4, Sportsd Te ams$drdssing tpiasnmovi@chasacters, sin ging silly songs
and drinking disgusting mixtures such as vinegar, soy sauce, peanut oil.

% ReadScripture: Matthew 3:1-12

Wondering Questi@asgtimulate thoughts, not specific answers)

Why do you thingeople came from Jerusalem, Judea and all over tiverptasee
?c\bbpgeVUdh] gay

Where do you think John came up with this crazy idea of getting Jewish people wet? Do
mci € h\ ] b _ mdreéxpeNedcéd aviythinglikethat before?
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f Teaching Moment

(Teacherto draw from background infp Actually, many religions used the act of washing or
dipping as a way to initiate new followers, but Judaism in particular practiced many forms of
ritual cleansing Handsfeet or thewhole bodywould be cleansed for different purpose
order to become a Jewish convert, you had to be baptized. In order to perform certain
priestly duties, one had to be ceremonially cleanseftant of withesses.Baptism was a very
common practice among Jews, but it was referred to by the tstikveh.

Thisbath for ritual cleansingn the above picture was located to the southtbé Temple
close to the Huldah &e.

[AJPEG version of this photo can be dowdkat
http://jesus-messiah.com/html/mikveh.htnjl
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¢tKS t KFNAaSSa oSNB Iff Fo2dzi NRARGdzZ € Of S|y
ﬂ @ A LYSsNakeR when they came to him looking for baptista@e a student read
Matt. 23: 27-28

W2KyQa ol LJiAayY ¢l a G2 &aiiayAiTe Sanddekbycauseh® S o |
R2Sa y2i 4SS SOARSYOS 2F NBLISyililyO0S Ay GKSAN
1SSLIAY3 gA0K NBBLIBbaplisgtOsBav yob havesr@pgnied by Bvim al

changed life. They were hypocrites.

n Who can describe a hypocrite for me?

Someone who says one thing, but does another. This is the way John and many others felt
about thePharisees andewish leadersf his time. They were so fussy about their rules, but
they had lost their love for God and compassion for his people. They were allla@ut

good they looked and how careful they followed all of the laws, but they lost sight of having a
relationship with their Creator. John called the Jewish people to repent and be washed of
empty religion and find belief once again.

n What does baptism mean for Christians today?

Christian baptism is different frodlikvens 2 0 KSNJ h¢ Of SI yaAy 3 N Gdz ¢
baptism.

Provide teens with pens and copies of the handout. Give them time to look up the
Scripture referenceandthen go over the answers as a group accepting answers from
the teens.

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

Look upwhatthe following versesave to sayaboutChristianbaptism?

1. Matthew 2819 (Who should get baptised and why?)
(Only disciples of Jesus because he has commanded his followers to be baptised)

2. Acts 2: B
(Signifies repentancand is for the forgiveness of your sins

3. Acts 22: 16
(Wash awayour sing
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4. Romans 6:24
(Baptised into the death and resurrection of Christ)

5. 1 Corinthians12: 13
(Belonging to the body of Christ)

6. Ephesians 44
bl nto one faith, one Lord. o 't is not
this constiuted a public dclaration of your faith Followers of Caesar performed
certain rites, baptism was a public statement that Jesus is your king and you
worship Him.

7. Colossians 2:12
(Identification withthedeath and resurrection of Jesus)

Making it Per sonal:
..0.. g

Some people find some of the symbolism of baptism more meaningful than

others. Of the reasons given above, which would be the m ost meaningful
reason for you if you were to be baptized, or if you have already been
baptized?

In these verses salvation has not been mentioned. The connection between baptism and
salvation is addressed in Lesson 3 and the Optional Extras Section.

Concluding thoughts:

Even though forms of washing and baptism existed long before Jesus came to earth,

it seemed to be the heart of Jesus to transform the old and make it new. Jews had to

repeat their ritual purificationsmany ti mes f or they were never
all o. Some Jewish | eaders were baptized every s
perform certain duties. John called people to repent and to show the purification of their
hearts by receiving his baptism.

Jesus received Johnd s b agnd in thenmext lesson we will discuss why He did. But what

we see is that Jesus transformed baptism and infused it with new meaning through His death

and resurrection. Instead of needing to be washed over and over, Jesus became the final
sacrifice for our sins and wel comemlisacsforper manent
Go d 0 s 1that Hegyets a kick out of seeing a bunch of people get wet i but He offered us

somet hing tangible to experience s o fotgikeatthaive c oul
we are welcomed forever into the family of God i that we can show others the decision we

have made to follow Jesus in all things He taught and did. Baptism is a gift that God gives us

to tangibly experience what He achieved forusinHi s Sondés death and resurr
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SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

Look up what the following verses have to say about Christian bapfsm

. Matthew 28:19 (Who should get baptised and why?)

. Acts 2: 38

. Acts 22: 16

. Romans 6:24

. 1 Corinthians 12: 13

. Ephesians 446

. Colossians 2:12

Handout for Lesson on Background to the Practice of Christian Baptism



YOUTHBAPTISMSTUDY #2

J esusB aptismby J ohn

Teacherds Preparation

Read Luke 1 and Mat#hw 3:1317 to familiarize yourself with both the story of John the Baptist
and the baptism of Jesus

Key points to make during this lesson

Johnwas Godos \pastopeparetthe way dor Jesus

John baptisedith water forrepentance

There was noerd for repentance on the part of Jesus

Jesus was inaugurating his kingdom ministry

J e s u s 0 idéntfipdthe begmning ofHis public ministry;His Messiahshigas
affirmed by Gogl, and Hisidentification with thesinners He came to save.

1 J e s us niskamexampland callingfor believers to follow

= =4 4 4 A

(

Background Information

John as Prophet:

The Old Testament ends with the Book of Malachi. In it the Lord says that He will send
a messenger, who will prepare the way for His coming (Malachi 3:1). dhds by saying that
the prophet Elijah will come to the people and he will turn the hearts of the parents to the
children and the children to their parents (Malachi 4:5,6). It had been over 400years since
Malachi delivered this message from the Lord anth that time the land of Israel had not
heard from a prophet. The Lord had been silent.

, OEA jpdqpxq T AEAO EO Al AAO OEAO *TET xEI1l AA
be the prophet, who comes in the power of Elijah, preparing the way rféhe Lord (Jesus).
4EA *AxEOE DPATDBPIA AEA 110 A@gbAAO 'T A O AT/

I
%l EEAES AOO OAOEAO wl EEAE EEI OAIl 48 47 OEEO
Passover they leave an empty seat and open the door that Elijah may come in and join.

Since Elijah did not die, but was taken up to heaven there is an anticipation that he himself

will return.
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The Hebrew people would have been well versed in their Scriptures, and the prophets

often illustrated their message with their actions. The description we have of John reveals

him to be a prophet and more than that the Elijah to be expectedohn wears the same

clothing (a leather belt and a garment of hair) which was characteristic of Elijaf2 Kings 1:

7-8). Jdhn went to the wildernessfulfilling the Isaiah 40:3 prophecy of a voice calling in the
wilderness. He ate locustsz locusts were talked about by the prophet Joel. They
OAPOAOAT OGAA OEA AITITEIT ¢ 1T &£ OEA O03$AU 1T £ OEA
AOAOOAA OEOI OCE OADPAT OAT AAs yo0 EO 11 ATETA
EET CAI T 1 &£ EAAOAT EAO Ai i A 1AAOS j-AOOEAXx o4
*TET 80 xEIT A pOOPT OA EO O DHPIiETO OI *AOOOS
the person of Jesus.

Why did Jesus come to John to be baptised?

Since Jesus had noeed to be cleansed from sin, ¢lcame with a greater purpose.Jesus
embodies righteousness through $ perfect relationship with the Father and theSpirit. His

baptism signifies Hs willingnesstit AAOOU 1T 00 OEA 4 0ET EOUGBO 1 EOC
God. Jesus chosdHis baptism to inaugurate His message and ministry of salvation.In

keeping with the Jewish practice of baptising men at the age of 30 into the priesthood,
(Luke3:23) Jesus fuliils the law of initiation into His priestly ministry. In the act of
AAPDOEOI h "TA OEA &AOEAO AT A '"T A OEA 3PEOEO
their blessings affirming that this is the will of the Trinity.

By submitting to the bagism of John, Jesuaffirms John message and call for changed lives.
Jesus identifies with us in our sinful state and leads us forward into restoring our

~

OAl AOEiI T OEED xEOE '1A60 AAOEOAO A& O OO0 OEOI O

In baptism, we acknowledge our broken relationsip with God and humble ourselves to
follow His call on our lives, rather than our own. Thus wgoin Christ in carrying out the
4 0ET EOUGO | EOOEIT O1T OAOAAI OEA +ETCATIT 1T &

Preparation or Equipment Needed For This Lesson:

Bible and Lesson Outline

Crickets and honey(Optional z required if using opening activity #1)
Copies of the handou{Optional z required if doing opening activity #2).
Pens

A
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OUTLINE OF LESSON #2

— Recap

What did we talk about last week?

Baptism:

1 Baptism (Mikveh) existed before Jesus

1 Baptism was a ritual cleansing

9371 AOEI A0 AAPOEOI OECI EZEAA OADPAT OAT AA
1 Christian baptism is distinct from other baptisms

*TElT OEA "APOEOO AADPOEOGAA 11T A OAOU EI BT OOAT O
look at John the Bapst and what he did.

Set the Scene

Read the story of John the Baptist
Luke 1: 525; 3945; 5780. Luke7:24-28. Matthew 3:412

Opening Activity

Option #1 (for the brave)
Bring in honey and crickets (found in pet  stores and the equivalent of locusts ) and have a

snack
OR
Bring one cricket and have one person eat it.

How would you feel if all you had to eat was crickets and honey?

Option # 2
See who can get most questions correct on the True/False Crazy Prophetic Behaviours Quiz.

If the teens guess that all the answers are true and are good at Bible knowledge, see if they
can guess which prophet was asked to do each action.

There are various ways to do this activity:
a) Provide the teens with pens and copies of the handout. Have them circle their answers.
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by I f you have an active group, you can choose the
right to be O6FALSE®. The teens stand in the mi
each question). Once you read the question the teens have to pick asi  de. If they think
the statement is O6TRUE® they go to the | eft and
the right.

CRAZY PROPHETIC BEHAVIOURS QUIZ
Answer TRUE or FALSE to each of the followihgelve statements.
God asked one of His prophets to:

1. Eata scroll TRUE / FALSE
(Ezekiel 3:1)

2. Marry a promiscuous wife TRUE / FALSE
(Hosea 1:2)

3. Not to mourn for a dead wife TRUE / FALSE
(Ezekiel 24:16)

4. Not to marry at all or have children TRUE / FALSE
(Jeremiah 16:2)

5. Shave his head and beard TRUE / FALSE
(Ezekiel 5:1)

6. Buy a field TRUE / FALSE
(Jeremiah 32:7)

7. Bake food using human excrement for fuel TRUE / FALSE
(Ezekiel 4:12 God later compromised on animal dung!)

8. Go about naked for three years TRUE / FALSE
(Isaiah 20:16)

9. Lie on his left side for 390¢a without turning TRUE / FALSE
over, then to lie on his right for 40 days.
(Ezekiel 4:48)

10. Confront the king about his adulterous and murderous actionSRUE / FALSE
(Nathanto King Davidin 2 Samuel 12)

11.Heal the commander of a foreign army of leprosy TRUE / FALSE
(Elishaand Namaam 2 Kings 5)

12.Go to and preach against the capital city of essentially TRUE / FALSE
the worl dbés superpower
(Jonahand Nineveh in Assyrja
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Transition

Why are we told that John wore a leather belt and camel hair; that he ate locusts and
wild honey; and went about in the wilderness?
(Shows that he was a prophet)

What was Johnés message?
(To point to Jesus as the Messiah)

5 Read Scripture: Matthew 3:1317
ﬂ Discussion starters

2 KFG gl a W2KyYyQa ol LIWGAAY T2NXK
(Repentance Matt. 3:117)

Why was John hesitant to baptize Jesus?
(Jesus was without sin and had no need to repaviatt 3:13-15)

Why does Jesus say it is necessary for him to be baptised?
(Tofulfil all righteousness)

What does this mean?
(Would indicate the start ofie ministry/mission, which i® bring all people into right
relationship with God)

What happened when Jesus came out of the water? (the Trinity are all mentioned)
O! FFANNYSR A& D2RQa {2y y2( 2dziMattB:K637) aSadaArl K

Why was God pleased?
(Jesus was being obedient and carrying out his Mission)

Why then do we get baptised?
6¢2 ARSYUATFEe 6AGK WSadzaQ RSFGKX o6dz2NAIFE FyR N

00 :

Y . Make it personal
What is it about Jesusd baptism thats woul d i
there any thing that would make you hesitate to be baptised ?

Youthd L y (i Bégtisni nit [ Sadaz2y HY WSadzaQ .| LIWiA&AY o6& W2Ky 26c LJ 3Sa



CRAZY PROPHETIC BENAVIOVRS @iz

Answer TRUE or FALSE to each of the following twelve statements.

God asked one of His prophets to:

1. Eata scroll

2. Marry a promiscuous wife

3. Not to mourn for a dead wife

4. Not to marry at all or have children

5. Shave his head and beard

6. Buy afield

7. Bake food using human excrement for fuel

8. Go about naked for three years

9. Lie on his left side for 390days without turning
over, then to lie on his right for 40 days.

10. Confront the king about his adulterous and
murderous actions

11. Heal the commander of a foreign army of leprosy

12. Go to and preach against the capital city of essentially
the worl dds superpower

TRUE / FALSE

TRUE / FALSE

TRUE / FALSE

TRUE / FALSE

TRUE / FALSE

TRUE / FALSE

TRUE / FALSE

TRUE / F ALSE

TRUE / FALSE

TRUE / FALSE

TRUE / FALSE

TRUE / FALSE

Il FyR2dzi TFT2NJ [ Saazghn2zy wSadzaQ

P LIGAEAY oé
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YOUTHBAPTISMSTUDY#3

B aptismand C onwversion 8 B ecomring Part of G od& S tory

Teacherds Preparation

Key points to make during this lesson

1 Baptism signifies that yobelieve Jesus is God and you have given control of your
life over to Him

T Jesus is at the centre of Godds story

1 Jesus came to restore the relationships shattered in the Fall (with God, with others,
with ourselves and with creation)

1 We can become participaith God in His storpnly through Jesus

1 Baptismfunctions as an initiation ceremony marking our inclusiotne people and
missionof God.

Background Informatio

InLesson S € S NYySR | 02dzi WS&addzaQ oF LJGAAY doe Wz

GKS 0S3IAYYAY3I 2F |1 Aa LWzoftAO YAYAAGNE I yR
dzy RSNH2 Ay 3 W2 Ky Qaactoof subimission Showats thattdvasadnéagréegient
gAGK D2RQ& LXFyYy FyR | Aa LJzN1J2 aSa don seigfardza | O
Him.

As disciples of Jesus we are invited to follow Jesus into the water. When we follow Jesus in
20SRASYOS G2 0S5 o0l Liitheinsslon, pi&n atRparpodes &f God, Sva ¢
wilfully surrender our lives to participating indtdivine agenda. But what is this divine agenda?

Here we must grasp the larger staryD 2 R Q & ¢ tBafiwé BB entering into.

Overview of the Biblical Story

Creation Fall (Re)New(ed) Creation

(Genesis 1) .
l /| KNRXA auQa

<+—Redemption History —>
(Geneds 371 Revelation 20)
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The Hebrew people were not linear thinkers like im the West are today. Whereas the climax

of our stories appears just before the end of the book, for the Hebrews (and even for other
Middle Eastern cultures today) the focal point of their stories osauthe middle. One of the

literary tools that Hebrew authors use to emphasise their main point is to use a chiastic
structure. A chiasm or chiastic structure mamed after the Greek lette€Chi(X), because the
A0GNHzOGdzNBE tf221a tA1S GKS STl 2F GKS fthe Qo
AG2NB 6! QO ¢CKS 2yfe LINI 2F 0GKS &d02NE A
FdzGK2NXRa YFAYy YSaal3asS tASao alye . AofAOIf
A0NHzOGdzNBX yYyR GKS NBO2NR BF D2RQA FOlUA2y AY

| KALAGAO {(NHzOGdzNBE 2F D2RQa&a {(i2NB {K26Ay3I WS

A ¢ Creation
B¢ Fall
C¢ Peopleof God (sraelites
D ¢ JesugBirth, Life, Death& Resurrectiof
| QPeopleof God(Church
. QYou
I Q(ReNew(ed) Creation

| K [Gfeen Sheet]We see thaD 2 R Q & isHodkeéndddl by creation which is really a@lyllic
LIA OG dzNBE 2 T aWi RNI g1ie ffSHaS GKS g1 @ D2R AYUSYyRS
most human livesWe knav the world is not as it should be and that we are far from perfect.

I NBIF A2y &l é&a GKIFIGd D2R ONBIFGSR 2dzi 2F y20KAY
1:2) is actuallyohu vabohupest translated ashaos The action of creation then, w&od

stepping into this watery chaos and bringing order. We are usually taught that once God

created, there was no more chaos until Adam and Eve sigierd then we have questions like,

where did the serpent come from? Not to mention other tricky quaestiabout the first part of
scripture.

B [Speckled Sheet}Vhat is more likely to have occurred is that God pushed back the chaos and
set an ordered bit of paradise in the midst of it. We are further convirnéedis when God

GStta /1Ay & 20NESddNSys3 al{A y& 2AdzNJ R22NJ gl AGAy 3
4:7). It seems to make sense that chaos is a reality of life witlad; thatchaos existed in the

period priorto Genesis1. & GKS . A0t S ANFAASA (KSIspokdzNI | Ay ¢
orderinto that chaos Adam and Eve had the chance to live in pardoligehe lure of

autonomy; lies and chaos shattered their trust in God.
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D [Red Sheet]This brokenness/chaodie Fall/ is the very reason why Jesus is at the centre of
D 2 R @. I{isionly through Jesus that our relationship with God can be resttiradchaos
can be pushed badothat we can take our places in the (Re)New(ed) Creati@sus shows us
through hisstory @irth life, death and resurrectiophow to counteratwhat took place during
the fall (GerB).

The image here represents the four relationships that were
shattered in the fall. Our rationship

1. With God (Gen 3: 7,8);

2. with others (Gen 3:12),

3. with self (Gen 3:10) and,

4. with creation/earth (Gen 3:17).

The fact thaD 2 Rsfd& moves toward the renewal of all
things and a restoration of both heaven and earth (Rev21:1
4) implies that we, too, must be about restoring what was
shattered and broken in the fallThefall reminds us why this work needs te done; the

perfect creation was shattered and so there is much to be put back together.

. Q" epackledsheetk S ' NB LI NI 2F D2RQ& &02NB &AYLX @
choice as to what our role in that story looks like. We can continyetpetuate the

brokenness, or we can become partners with Gogdushingback the chaos and reconciling the

world to God. We become cavorkers with God in His story when we accept Jesus as our Lord

and Saviour. Remember Lesson 1 and the Obama inauguidiptAvatars5 NA S NDR& [ A OS
other initiation rite? Christian Baptism functions like an initiation rite. It is a ceremony to mark

our inclusiomt y  DP2dpléBlue sheet; see lesson 4pecause we are turning from our old

gl ea (2 T2 ¢.itsadedBaliarina life ds we know it is not how God intended it

to be and that we will turn fronseeking autonomyto livingwithin D 2 Ro€dl&r.

Jesusistheonlywaytottather;l S Aa G GKS OSYGNB 2F D2RQ&a {
Jesus that we can be reconciled to God.

Preparation or Equipment Needed For This Lesson:

Bible and Lesson Outline

Sheets of green, speckled and blue paper (one sheet for each student).
Sheets of red paper. (Half a sheet for each student).

Scissors

Stapler/ staples

Pencils/Colouring Pens

S e
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OUTLINE OF LESSON #3

Q,

C&_ Recap

2400

&1 O OEA PAOCO AI OPI A 1T &£ xAAEO xASGOA AAAI
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baptised. Todaywe will look at the story of a Pakistani Christian who is still
alive today.

Opening Activity

Read, or have students read out loud the story of Gulshan Esther included at
the end of this lesson.

n DiscussiorQuestions

2 KFG RAR DdzZf aKIFyQa FlYAfe& dzyRSNEGFYR KSNJ 6 L
Her conversion to Christianity. That she was claiming Jesus was God.

Do you think people who are hdiléarted about following Jesus get baptised in Muslim
countries?

In IslamigMuslim)countries the significance of baptisstaken so seriously that yaman be

put to death simply for having been baptised/hen faced with such danger, only those
committed to following Jesus would risk being baptisethder Sharia (Muslim) law a family

has the right to kill a relative who brings shame on the famAlighough Pakistan is a more
moderate Muslim countnand is not under Sharia law some Muslim families still carry out so
called honour killings. An honour killing was even carried out recently in the UK, though those
responsible were charged under the UK CnimhiCode

Transition:

Baptism is a serious step of faith. It signifies that you believe Jesus is God and that you are
giving control of your life over to Him.

When Jesus was baptised He showed tha#H was i n agreement with Go
purposes. When we follow Jesus in obedience to be baptized we too surrender our lives to
participating in the divine agenda. But what is this divine agenda? To know it, we must know
Godds story.
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