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Background to the Practice of Christian Baptism 
 

Teacherôs Preparation 

 

 

Key points to make during this lesson 

¶ Baptism existed before Jesus 

¶ Baptism was used to clean/purify people 

¶ Sometimes baptism functioned as an initiation rite 

¶ Sometimes baptism was a sign of internal cleansing e.g. repentance 

¶ Christian baptism is distinct from other baptism practices 

 

 

Background Information 

Ritual cleansing and purification rites as initiation into pagan cults or religions have 

been around forever.  In Judaism (the religion of the Hebrew/Israelite people), there was a 

practice called ΨMikvehΩ.  The word Mikveh literally means Ψa gathering, pooling or flowingΩ 

and was most often used in reference to water.  The practices of Mikveh were widely used for 

a variety of purposes for ritual cleansing.  Examples include women after their menstrual 

cycle, before marriage, or after giving birth.  It was required of priests before entering the 

temple and eventually it was required of every man who wanted to enter prayer and study of 

the Torah.  Ideally it was performed in a flowing stream or river.  It would never be 

performed in water that was stagnant or standing still.  Stone structures or pools for the 

ceremony were constructed but there had to be water flowing through from a stream source. 

The earliest Biblical uses of the word Mikveh occur in 1 Kings 7:23ff. and its parallel passage in 

2 Chronicles 4:2ff.  These verses describe the huge, circular "Sea of Solomon," constructed 

along with the first temple for the priests to carry out their ceremonial washing. 

There were always steps leading in and steps leading out of cleansing pools so that one would 

not be contaminated stepping on the same steps entering as leaving.  The person was to have 

nothing between them and the water so the practice was performed naked.  The person 

entered the pool alone, knelt down and submerged their entire body in a forward motion 

three times before a minimum of three witnesses. 

Purification rites were not only associated with physical cleansing.  Certain Jewish groups at 

WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘƛƳŜ undersǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ άŎƭŜŀƴǎŜŘέ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ 
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through repentance.  When a person repented the ritual physical cleansing was used to 

represent the repentance.  The Essenes were a sect of Judaism around the time of Jesus that 

was particularly critical of the way Pharisees and religious leaders were fastidious about 

physical cleansing, but corrupt within (Matt. 23: 2-28).  The Essenes were trying to purify 

Judaism with practicing what was preached.  They stressed repentance and true obedience to 

the Law of Moses.  It is believed that John, the Baptizer was likely a member of the Essene 

community as they often gathered outside of cities in desert areas. 

Another use of Mikveh was as an initiation rite  into the Jewish faith.  In order to become part 

of the Jewish faith, initially only circumcision was required.  Later the ancient practice of 

Mikveh was also instituted as a requirement.  Converts to Judaism from Gentile or pagan 

backgrounds had to participate in this cleansing ritual.  In all, three steps were required to 

become Jewish:  circumcision, baptism (Mikveh) and offering a sacrifice at the temple.  Once 

ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άǊŜōƻǊƴέ ƻǊ ŀǎ ŀ 

newborn.  Their old life was over and a new life was begun. 

!ǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŀǎ DǊŜŜƪΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

equivalent of Mikveh in Greek is the Greek verb baptidzo, from which we get the English 

word ΨbaptizeΩ.  Baptidzo or baptism carries the same meaning as the Hebrew (language of 

the OT) taval: to wash by dipping or plunging in water.  Some consider it to literally mean 

άƛƳƳŜǊǎƛƻƴέ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ŘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŀ 

piece of bread in wine ς a partial submersion.  

Christian baptism (baptism in the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit) draws 

on the traditions of baptism and Mikveh mentioned here but infuses the rite with new 

meaning.  Jewish people today recognise the radical commitment of Christian baptism. There 

are Messianic Jews ς those who want to follow Jesus as the Messiah but do not want to give 

up their Jewish heritage and faith.  If they are baptized into the Christian church, their 

families believe that they have become Gentile and can never be Jewish again. 

 

Preparation or Equipment Needed For This Lesson:  

1. Bible and Lesson Outline 

2. Computer, Internet Connection and TV/Projector  (Optional ɀ required if 

showing the Obama Inauguration YouTube Clip.  This could be downloaded 

before the lesson, so the internet connection would not be required)  

3. Printouts of the picture of the bath for ritual cleansing.  (Optional) 

4. Copies of the Ȱ3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ 2ÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓȱ Èandout  

5. Pens  



Youth άLƴǘǊƻ ǘƻ Baptismέ Unit Lesson 1: Background to the Practice of Christian Baptism [6 pages] 1.3 

OUTLINE  OF LESSON #1  

 

Opening Activity:  

Have you ever experience d an initiation activity to get into a club?  Share 

some of those experiences or something youõve seen or heard about elsewhere. 

Have the kids share their own experiences.  If your group is slow to share, have one or 

more examples of your own on hand to share.  Some suggestions ar e: 

1. YouTube Clip of inauguration of Barak Obama (a rite for joining the elite ôclubõ 

of US Presidents) .  [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3q89grM9cPE]  

2. In Avatar for Jake Sully to truly become one of the Naõavi he must complete 

many tasks.  One of the last ôrite of passagesõ tasks he has to complete to 

become a warrior is to overpower a Mountain Banshee (a flying predator) and 

establish a neural bond between them.   

3. Passing a Driversõ Test and receiving a licence is the entry into th e group of 

people trusted t o handle a vehicle on our roads  

4. Sportsõ Teams Initiations ð dressing up as movie characters, sin ging silly songs 

and drinking disgusting mixtures such as  vinegar, soy sauce, peanut oil.  

 

 

 

 

Read Scripture:  Matthew 3: 1-12 

 

 

 

 

 

Wondering Questions (to stimulate thoughts, not specific answers) 
 
Why do you think people came from Jerusalem, Judea and all over the place to receive 
?c\bÞgėVUdh]gay   
 
Where do you think John came up with this crazy idea of getting Jewish people wet?  Do 
mciėh\]b_ė\YÞXėYjYfėgYYn or experienced anything like that before? 
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Teaching Moment  

 

(Teacher to draw from background info.)  Actually, many religions used the act of washing or 

dipping as a way to initiate new followers, but Judaism in particular practiced many forms of 

ritual cleansing.  Hands, feet or the whole body would be cleansed for different purposes.  In 

order to become a Jewish convert, you had to be baptized.  In order to perform certain 

priestly duties, one had to be ceremonially cleansed in front of witnesses.  Baptism was a very 

common practice among Jews, but it was referred to by the term Mikveh. 

 

 
This bath for ritual cleansing in the above picture was located to the south of the Temple 

close to the Huldah Gate. 
 
[A JPEG version of this photo can be downloaded at 
 http://jesus-messiah.com/html/mikveh.html] 
 

 

 

 

http://jesus-messiah.com/html/mikveh.html
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¢ƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ Ǌƛǘǳŀƭ ŎƭŜŀƴǎƛƴƎΦ  ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ WƻƘƴ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ Ψŀ ōǊƻƻŘ ƻŦ 

ǾƛǇŜǊǎΩ ς snakes when they came to him looking for baptism? Have a student read 

Matt. 23: 27-28 

WƻƘƴΩǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴƛŦȅ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜΦ  IŜ ǿŀǊƴǎ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ Sadducees because he 

ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ όƘƛǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǊŜ ΨǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƛƴ 

ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜΩύΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ get baptised ς show you have repented by living a 

changed life.  They were hypocrites. 

 

Who can describe a hypocrite for me?   

Someone who says one thing, but does another.  This is the way John and many others felt 

about the Pharisees and Jewish leaders of his time.  They were so fussy about their rules, but 

they had lost their love for God and compassion for his people.  They were all about how 

good they looked and how careful they followed all of the laws, but they lost sight of having a 

relationship with their Creator.  John called the Jewish people to repent and be washed of 

empty religion and find belief once again.   

 

What does baptism mean for Christians today? 

Christian baptism is different from MikvehΣ ƻǘƘŜǊ h¢ ŎƭŜŀƴǎƛƴƎ Ǌƛǘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ WƻƘƴΩǎ 

baptism.  

  

Provide teens with pens and copies of the handout.  Give them time to look up the 

Scripture references and then go over the answers as a group accepting answers from 

the teens. 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 

Look up what the following verses have to say about Christian baptism? 

1. Matthew 28:19 (Who should get baptised and why?) 

(Only disciples of Jesus because he has commanded his followers to be baptised) 

 

2. Acts 2: 38   

(Signifies repentance and is for the forgiveness of your sins) 

 

3. Acts 22: 16  

(Wash away your sins) 
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4. Romans 6:2-4 

(Baptised into the death and resurrection of Christ) 

 

5. 1 Corinthians 12: 13 

(Belonging to the body of Christ) 

 

6. Ephesians 4:4-6   

(óInto one faith, one Lord.ô  It is not so easy for us to see, but to the original hearers 

this constituted a public declaration of your faith.  Followers of Caesar performed 

certain rites, baptism was a public statement that Jesus is your king and you 

worship Him). 

 

7. Colossians 2:12  

(Identification with the death and resurrection of Jesus) 

 

Making it Per sonal:  

Some people find some of the symbolism of baptism more meaningful than 

others.  Of the reasons given above, which would be the m ost meaningful 

reason for  you if you were to be baptized, or if you have already been 

baptized?  

In these verses salvation  has not been mentioned.  The connection between baptism and 

salvation is addressed in Lesson 3 and the Optional Extras Section.   

 

Concluding thoughts: 

Even though forms of washing and baptism existed long before Jesus came to earth, 

it seemed to be the heart of Jesus to transform the old and make it new.  Jews had to 

repeat their ritual purifications many times for they were never clean ñonce and for 

allò.  Some Jewish leaders were baptized every single day in order to enter the temple area or 

perform certain duties.  John called people to repent and to show the purification of their 

hearts by receiving his baptism. 

Jesus received Johnôs baptism and in the next lesson we will discuss why He did.  But what 

we see is that Jesus transformed baptism and infused it with new meaning through His death 

and resurrection.  Instead of needing to be washed over and over, Jesus became the final 

sacrifice for our sins and welcomed us permanently into Godôs family.  Baptism Is not for 

Godôs sake ï that He gets a kick out of seeing a bunch of people get wet ï but He offered us 

something tangible to experience so that we could remember that weôre forever forgiven - that 

we are welcomed forever into the family of God ï that we can show others the decision we 

have made to follow Jesus in all things He taught and did.  Baptism is a gift that God gives us 

to tangibly experience what He achieved for us in His Sonôs death and resurrection. 



 Handout for Lesson on Background to the Practice of Christian Baptism  

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 
 

Look up what the following verses have to say about Christian baptism? 

 

1. Matthew 28:19 (Who should get baptised and why?) 

 
 

 

2. Acts 2: 38   

 

 

 

3. Acts 22: 16  

 

 

 

4. Romans 6:2- 4 

 

 

 

5. 1 Corinthians 12: 13 

 

 

 

6. Ephesians 4:4- 6   

 

 

 

7. Colossians 2:12 
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JJ eessuussõõ  BB aapptt iissmm  bbyy  JJ oohhnn  
 

Teacherôs Preparation  

Read Luke 1 and Matthew 3:13-17 to familiarize yourself with both the story of John the Baptist 

and the baptism of Jesus. 

 

Key points to make during this lesson 

¶ John was Godôs prophet who was to prepare the way for Jesus 

¶ John baptised with water for repentance 

¶ There was no need for repentance on the part of Jesus 

¶ Jesus was inaugurating his kingdom ministry 

¶ Jesusô baptism identified the beginning of His public ministry; His Messiahship (as 

affirmed by God); and His identification with the sinners He came to save. 

¶ Jesusô baptism is an example and calling for believers to follow 

 

 

Background Information  

John as Prophet: 

The Old Testament ends with the Book of Malachi.  In it the Lord says that He will send 

a messenger, who will prepare the way for His coming (Malachi 3:1).  It ends by saying that 

the prophet Elijah will come to the people and he will turn the hearts of the parents to the 

children and the children to their parents (Malachi 4:5,6).  It had been over 400years since 

Malachi delivered this message from the Lord and in that time the land of Israel had not 

heard from a prophet.  The Lord had been silent. 

 

,ÕËÅ ɉρȡρχɊ ÍÁËÅÓ ÉÔ ÃÌÅÁÒ ÔÈÁÔ *ÏÈÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÌÆÉÌÌÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ -ÁÌÁÃÈÉȭÓ ÐÒÏÐÈÅÃÙȢ  *ÏÈÎ ÉÓ ÔÏ 

be the prophet, who comes in the power of Elijah, preparing the way for the Lord (Jesus).  

4ÈÅ *Å×ÉÓÈ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÅØÐÅÃÔ 'ÏÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÉÎ *ÅÓÕÓȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÁÌÓÏ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÅØÐÅÃÔ ȬÏÎÅ ÌÉËÅ 

%ÌÉÊÁÈȭ ÂÕÔ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ %ÌÉÊÁÈ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆȢ  4Ï ÔÈÉÓ ÄÁÙ ×ÈÅÎ *Å×ÉÓÈ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ &ÅÁÓÔ ÏÆ 

Passover they leave an empty seat and open the door so that Elijah may come in and join.  

Since Elijah did not die, but was taken up to heaven there is an anticipation that he himself 

will return . 
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The Hebrew people would have been well versed in their Scriptures, and the prophets 

often illustrated their message with their actions.  The description we have of John reveals 

him to be a prophet and more than that the Elijah to be expected. John wears the same 

clothing (a leather belt and a garment of hair) which was characteristic of Elijah (2 Kings 1: 

7-8).  John went to the wilderness fulfilling the Isaiah 40:3 prophecy of a voice calling in the 

wilderness.  He ate locusts ɀ locusts were talked about by the prophet Joel.  They 

ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȭ$ÁÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ ÊÕÄÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÏÎÌÙ Âe 

ÁÖÅÒÔÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÒÅÐÅÎÔÁÎÃÅȢ  )Ô ÉÓ ÎÏ ÃÏÉÎÃÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ *ÏÈÎȭÓ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÉÓ ȬÒÅÐÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 

ËÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÈÅÁÖÅÎ ÈÁÓ ÃÏÍÅ ÎÅÁÒȭ ɉ-ÁÔÔÈÅ× σȡςɊȢ 

 

*ÏÈÎȭÓ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÔÏ *ÅÓÕÓȢ  4ÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÈÁÓ ÃÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÁÍÏÎÇ (ÉÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÉÎ 

the person of Jesus.  

 
Why did Jesus come to John to be baptised?   
Since Jesus had no need to be cleansed from sin, He came with a greater purpose.  Jesus 
embodies righteousness through His perfect relationship with the Father and the Spirit. His 
baptism signifies His willingness tÏ ÃÁÒÒÙ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÉÎÉÔÙȭÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÒÅÖÅÁÌ ÔÈÅ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÏÆ 
God.   Jesus chose His baptism to inaugurate His message and ministry of salvation.  In 
keeping with the Jewish practice of baptising men at the age of 30 into the priesthood, 
(Luke3:23) Jesus fulfills the law of initiation into His priestly ministry.  In the act of 
ÂÁÐÔÉÓÍȟ 'ÏÄ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ 'ÏÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÉÒÉÔ ÂÅÁÒ ×ÉÔÎÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÎȭÓ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÕÒ ÏÕÔ 
their blessings, affirming that this is the will of the Trinity. 
  
By submitting to the baptism of John, Jesus affirms John message and call for changed lives. 
Jesus identifies with us in our sinful state and leads us forward into restoring our 
ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÄÅÓÉÒÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÂÁÐÔÉÓÍȢ   
 
In baptism, we acknowledge our broken relationship with God and humble ourselves to 
follow His call on our lives, rather than our own. Thus we join Christ in carrying out the 
4ÒÉÎÉÔÙȭÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÒÅÖÅÁÌ ÔÈÅ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȢ 
 

 

Preparation or Equipment Needed For This Lesson:  

1. Bible and Lesson Outline 

2. Crickets and honey (Optional ɀ required if using opening activity #1) 

3. Copies of the handout (Optional ɀ required if doing opening activity #2). 

4. Pens 
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OUTLINE  OF LESSON #2  

Recap 

What did we talk about last week? 

Baptism: 

¶ Baptism (Mikveh) existed before Jesus 

¶ Baptism was a ritual cleansing 

¶ 3ÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ÂÁÐÔÉÓÍ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÅÄ ÒÅÐÅÎÔÁÎÃÅȟ ÁÓ ÄÉÄ *ÏÈÎȭÓ ÂÁÐÔÉÓÍȢ 

¶ Christian baptism is distinct from other baptisms 

 

*ÏÈÎ ÔÈÅ "ÁÐÔÉÓÔ ÂÁÐÔÉÓÅÄ ÏÎÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȢ  4ÏÄÁÙ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ Á ÃÌÏÓÅÒ 

look at John the Baptist and what he did. 

 

 

Set the Scene 

Read the story of John the Baptist 

Luke 1: 5-25; 39-45; 57-80.  Luke 7:24-28.  Matthew 3:1-12 

 

 

Opening Activity  

Option #1 (for the brave)  

Bring in honey and crickets (found in pet stores  and the equivalent of locusts ) and have a 

snack 

     OR 

Bring one cricket and have one person eat it.  

 

How would you feel if all you had to eat was crickets and honey?  

 

Option # 2  

See who can get most questions correct on the True/False Crazy Prophetic Behaviours  Quiz .  

If the teens guess that all the answers are true and are good at Bible knowledge, see if they 

can guess which prophet was asked to do each action.  

 

There are various ways to do this activity:  

a) Provide the teens with pens and copies of the handout. Have them circle their  answers.   
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b) If you have an active group, you can choose the left of the room to be ôTRUEõ and the 

right to be ôFALSEõ.  The teens stand in the middle of the room (returning there after 

each question).  Once you read the question the teens have to pick a si de.  If they think 

the statement is ôTRUEõ they go to the left and if they think it is ôFALSEõ they go to 

the right.  
   

CRAZY PROPHETIC BEHAVIOURS QUIZ 

Answer TRUE or FALSE to each of the following twelve statements.   

God asked one of His prophets to: 

1. Eat a scroll TRUE / FALSE 

(Ezekiel 3:1) 

 

2. Marry a promiscuous wife TRUE / FALSE 

(Hosea 1:2) 

 

3. Not to mourn for a dead wife  TRUE / FALSE 

(Ezekiel 24:16) 

 

4. Not to marry at all or have children TRUE / FALSE 

(Jeremiah 16:2) 

 

5. Shave his head and beard TRUE / FALSE 

(Ezekiel 5:1) 

 

6. Buy a field TRUE / FALSE 

(Jeremiah 32:7) 

 

7. Bake food using human excrement for fuel TRUE / FALSE 

(Ezekiel 4:12 ï God later compromised on animal dung!) 

 

8. Go about naked for three years TRUE / FALSE 

(Isaiah 20:1-6) 

 

9. Lie on his left side for 390days without turning  TRUE / FALSE 

over, then to lie on his right for 40 days. 

(Ezekiel 4:4-8)  

 

10. Confront the king about his adulterous and murderous actions TRUE / FALSE 

(Nathan to King David in 2 Samuel 12) 

 

11. Heal the commander of a foreign army of leprosy TRUE / FALSE 

(Elisha and Namaan in 2 Kings 5) 

 

12. Go to and preach against the capital city of essentially TRUE / FALSE 

 the worldôs superpower 

(Jonah and Nineveh in Assyria) 
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Transition 

Why are we told that John wore a leather belt and camel hair; that he ate locusts and 

wild honey; and went about in the wilderness? 

(Shows that he was a prophet) 

What was Johnés message? 

(To point to Jesus as the Messiah) 

 

   Read Scripture:  Matthew 3:13-17 

 

 

Discussion starters 
 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ WƻƘƴΩǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ŦƻǊΚ 

(Repentance - Matt. 3:11) 

Why was John hesitant to baptize Jesus? 

(Jesus was without sin and had no need to repent - Matt 3:13-15) 

Why does Jesus say it is necessary for him to be baptised? 

(To fulfil all righteousness) 

What does this mean? 

(Would indicate the start of his ministry/mission, which is to bring all people into right 

relationship with God) 

What happened when Jesus came out of the water? (the Trinity are all mentioned) 

ό!ŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ {ƻƴΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΣ ōǳǘ LƳƳŀƴǳŜƭ όDƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎύ - Matt  3:16-17) 

Why was God pleased? 

(Jesus was being obedient and carrying out his Mission) 

Why then do we get baptised? 

ό¢ƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ōǳǊƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴύΦ 

 

 

Make it personal  

 

What is it about Jesusõ baptism that would inspire you towards baptism?  Is 

there any thing that would make you hesitate  to be baptised ?



 IŀƴŘƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ [Ŝǎǎƻƴ ƻƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ .ŀǇǘƛǎƳ ōȅ Wohn  

 

 

Answer TRUE or FALSE to each of the following twelve statements.   
 
God asked one of His prophets to:  

1. Eat a scroll  TRUE / FALSE  

2. Marry a promiscuous wife  TRUE /  FALSE  

3. Not to mourn for a dead wife  TRUE / FALSE  

4. Not to marry at all or have children  TRUE / FALSE  

5. Shave his head and beard  TRUE / FALSE  

6. Buy a field  TRUE / FALSE  

7. Bake food using human excrement for fuel  TRUE / FALSE  

8. Go about naked for three years  TRUE / F ALSE  

9. Lie on his left side for 390days without turning  TRUE / FALSE  
over, then to lie on his right for 40 days.  

10. Confront the king about his adulterous and   TRUE / FALSE  
 murderous actions   

11. Heal the commander of a foreign army of leprosy  TRUE / FALSE  

12. Go to and preach against the capital city of essentially  TRUE / FALSE  
 the worldõs superpower
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YY OO UU TT HH   BB AA PPTT IISS MM   SS TT UU DD YY   ##33  

BB aapptt iissmm  aanndd  CC oonnvveerrssiioonn  ðð  BB eeccoommiinngg  PPaarrtt   ooff   GG ooddõõss  SS ttoorryy  
 

Teacherôs Preparation  

 

Key points to make during this lesson 

¶ Baptism signifies that you believe Jesus is God and you have given control of your 

life over to Him 

¶ Jesus is at the centre of Godôs story 

¶ Jesus came to restore the relationships shattered in the Fall (with God, with others, 

with ourselves and with creation) 

¶ We can become participants with God in His story only through Jesus 

¶ Baptism functions as an initiation ceremony marking our inclusion in the people and 

mission of God. 

 

 

Background Information  

In Lesson 2 ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ōȅ WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘΦ  WŜǎǳǎΩ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƳŀǊƪŜd 

ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ IƛƳ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ƻƴŜΦ  .ȅ ǿƛƭŦǳƭƭȅ 

ǳƴŘŜǊƎƻƛƴƎ WƻƘƴΩǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳΣ WŜǎǳǎ ōȅ ŀƴ act of submission showed that He was in agreement 

ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦ  WŜǎǳǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǿƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ Ƴƛǎǎion set before 

Him.   

 

As disciples of Jesus we are invited to follow Jesus into the water.  When we follow Jesus in 

ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ǿŜ ǘƻƻ ǎŀȅ ά¸Ŝǎέ ǘƻ the mission, plan and purposes of God.  We 

wilfully surrender our lives to participating in the divine agenda.  But what is this divine agenda?  

Here we must grasp the larger story ς DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ς that we are entering into. 

 

Overview of the Biblical Story 
 

 

 

                            

 

(Re)New(ed) Creation 

   /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ   wŜǘǳǊƴ 

Fall 

(Genesis 2) 2)( 

  Creation 

(Genesis 1) 

 

Redemption History  
(Genesis 3 ï Revelation 20) 
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The Hebrew people were not linear thinkers like we in the West are today.  Whereas the climax 

of our stories appears just before the end of the book, for the Hebrews (and even for other 

Middle Eastern cultures today) the focal point of their stories occurs in the middle.  One of the 

literary tools that Hebrew authors use to emphasise their main point is to use a chiastic 

structure.  A chiasm or chiastic structure is named after the Greek letter Chi (X), because the 

ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ·ΩΦ  ¢ƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ό!ύ ƳƛǊǊƻǊǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻf the 

ǎǘƻǊȅ ό!ΩύΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ƳƛǊǊƻǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƭƛŜǎΦ  aŀƴȅ .ƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ it:   

 

/ƘƛŀǎǘƛŎ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅ {ƘƻǿƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎ ¢ƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƛŜ ǘƘŜ aŀƛƴ tƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻǊȅΥ 

 

A ς Creation 

       B ς Fall  

 C ς People of God (Israelites) 

          D ς Jesus (Birth, Life, Death & Resurrection) 

 /Ω ς People of God (Church) 

        .Ω ς You  

!Ω ς (Re)New(ed) Creation 

 

!κ!Ω [Green Sheet]  We see that DƻŘΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅ is bookended by creation which is really an idyllic 

ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎΩ ƻǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ DƻŘ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƭƛǾŜ ƻǳǊ 

most human lives.  We know the world is not as it should be and that we are far from perfect.   

 

/ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ΨŦƻǊƳƭŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƛŘΩ όDŜƴΦ 

1:2) is actually tohu vabohu, best translated as chaos.  The action of creation then, was God 

stepping into this watery chaos and bringing order.  We are usually taught that once God 

created, there was no more chaos until Adam and Eve sinned ς but then we have questions like, 

where did the serpent come from?  Not to mention other tricky questions about the first part of 

scripture. 

 

B [Speckled Sheet]  What is more likely to have occurred is that God pushed back the chaos and 

set an ordered bit of paradise in the midst of it.  We are further convinced of this when God 

ǘŜƭƭǎ /ŀƛƴ ǘƻ ōŜǿŀǊŜΣ ά{ƛƴ ƛǎ ŎǊƻǳŎƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƻǊ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŀŎƪέ όDŜƴ 

4:7).  It seems to make sense that chaos is a reality of life without God; that chaos existed in the 

period prior to Genesis 1.  !ǎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ άǊŀƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǘŀƛƴέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ Dƻd spoke 

order into that chaos.  Adam and Eve had the chance to live in paradise but the lure of 

autonomy, lies and chaos shattered their trust in God. 
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D [Red Sheet]  This brokenness/chaos/the Fall/ is the very reason why Jesus is at the centre of 

DƻŘΩǎ {ǘory.  It is only through Jesus that our relationship with God can be restored, that chaos 

can be pushed back so that we can take our places in the (Re)New(ed) Creation.  Jesus shows us 

through his story (birth life, death and resurrection) how to counteract what took place during 

the fall (Gen 3).  

The image here represents the four relationships that were 

shattered in the fall.  Our relationship  

1. With God (Gen 3: 7,8);  

2. with others (Gen 3:12),  

3. with self (Gen 3:10) and, 

4. with creation/earth (Gen 3:17).    

 

The fact that DƻŘΩǎ story moves toward the renewal of all 

things and a restoration of both heaven and earth (Rev 21:1-

4) implies that we, too, must be about restoring what was 

shattered and broken in the fall.  The fall reminds us why this work needs to be done; the 

perfect creation was shattered and so there is much to be put back together.   

 

.Ω ώнnd Speckled sheet]  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ōƻǊƴΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 

choice as to what our role in that story looks like.  We can continue to perpetuate the 

brokenness, or we can become partners with God in pushing back the chaos and reconciling the 

world to God.  We become co-workers with God in His story when we accept Jesus as our Lord 

and Saviour.  Remember Lesson 1 and the Obama inauguration clip/Avatar/5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜκ ƻǊ 

other initiation rite?  Christian Baptism functions like an initiation rite.  It is a ceremony to mark 

our inclusion ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ People [Blue sheet ς see lesson 4] because we are turning from our old 

ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ WŜǎǳǎΩ ²ŀy.  It is a declaration that life as we know it is not how God intended it 

to be and that we will turn from seeking autonomy, to living within DƻŘΩǎ order. 

 

Jesus is the only way to the Father; IŜ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

Jesus that we can be reconciled to God. 

 

Preparation or Equipment Needed For This Lesson:  

1. Bible and Lesson Outline 

2. Sheets of green, speckled and blue paper (one sheet for each student). 

3. Sheets of red paper.  (Half a sheet for each student). 

4. Scissors 

5. Stapler/ staples 

6. Pencils/Colouring Pens  
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OUTLINE OF LESSON #3  

Recap 

&ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔ ÃÏÕÐÌÅ ÏÆ ×ÅÅËÓ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÁÌËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÂÁÐÔÉÓÍȢ  !Ô ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ 

ÌÁÓÔ ×ÅÅËȭÓ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ×Å ÔÁÌËÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁËÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÈÅÓÉÔÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ 

baptised.  Today we will look at the story of a Pakistani Christian who is still 

alive today. 

 

Opening Activity  

Read, or have students read  out loud  the story of Gulshan Esther included at 

the end of this lesson.  

 

Discussion Questions 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ DǳƭǎƘŀƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ǘƻ ƳŜŀƴΚ 

Her conversion to Christianity.  That she was claiming Jesus was God. 

Do you think people who are half-hearted about following Jesus get baptised in Muslim 

countries? 

In Islamic (Muslim) countries the significance of baptism is taken so seriously that you can be 

put to death simply for having been baptised.  When faced with such danger, only those 

committed to following Jesus would risk being baptised.  Under Sharia (Muslim) law a family 

has the right to kill a relative who brings shame on the family.  Although Pakistan is a more 

moderate Muslim country and is not under Sharia law some Muslim families still carry out so-

called honour killings.  An honour killing was even carried out recently in the UK, though those 

responsible were charged under the UK Criminal Code.   

 

Transition: 

Baptism is a serious step of faith.  It signifies that you believe Jesus is God and that you are 

giving control of your life over to Him.   

When Jesus was baptised He showed that He was in agreement with Godõs plan and 

purposes.   When we follow Jesus in obedience to be baptized we too surrender our lives to 

participating in the divine agenda.  But what is this divine agenda?  To know it, we must know 

Godõs story. 




